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Q.1 Which inter-lingual errors in English literacy are 

faced by Pakistanis? Explain with examples. 

Meaning of Inter-lingual Errors​

 Inter-lingual errors occur when a learner’s first language 

(L1) influences their second language (L2), resulting in 

mistakes. In the context of Pakistan, learners of English 

are primarily influenced by Urdu, regional languages 

(Punjabi, Sindhi, Pashto, Balochi, etc.), and occasionally 

by Roman Urdu. These errors happen due to differences 



in grammar, syntax, phonology, vocabulary, and cultural 

expressions between the native language and English. 

Inter-lingual errors are distinct from intra-lingual errors, 

which arise from the learner’s misunderstanding of L2 

rules themselves. 

 

1. Errors in Word Order (Syntax Errors) 

English has a fixed word order: Subject + Verb + Object 

(SVO). Many Pakistani learners transfer Urdu word order 

(SOV) to English, causing confusion. 

Explanation​

 Urdu sentences often follow Subject + Object + Verb 

order, whereas English requires the verb to come before 

the object. 



Examples 

●​Urdu-influenced: “I the book read.”​

 

●​Correct English: “I read the book.”​

 

●​Urdu-influenced: “He to market went.”​

 

●​Correct English: “He went to the market.”​

 

 

2. Errors in Articles (a, an, the) 

Pakistani learners frequently omit or misuse articles 

because Urdu does not have articles. 



Explanation​

 The absence of equivalent grammatical markers in Urdu 

leads learners to skip or confuse English articles. 

Examples 

●​Omission: “I saw dog in park.” → Correct: “I saw a 

dog in the park.”​

 

●​Misuse: “She is the teacher.” (when referring 

generally, not a specific teacher) → Correct: “She is a 

teacher.”​

 

 

3. Errors in Prepositions 



Prepositions in English often have no direct equivalent in 

Urdu. Pakistani learners transfer native usage, resulting in 

mistakes. 

Explanation​

 Prepositions are context-specific and idiomatic in English. 

Learners often translate directly from Urdu, leading to 

incorrect usage. 

Examples 

●​Urdu-influenced: “She is good in English.” → Correct: 

“She is good at English.”​

 

●​Urdu-influenced: “I am waiting since you.” → Correct: 

“I have been waiting for you.”​

 



 

4. Errors in Tense Usage 

Tense errors are common because Urdu uses aspect and 

time markers differently. Pakistani learners often misuse 

past, present, and future tenses. 

Explanation​

 English requires auxiliary verbs and strict tense rules, 

while Urdu expresses time differently, sometimes relying 

on context rather than explicit markers. 

Examples 

●​Urdu-influenced: “I am going to school yesterday.” → 

Correct: “I went to school yesterday.”​

 



●​Urdu-influenced: “He do his homework now.” → 

Correct: “He is doing his homework now.”​

 

 

5. Errors in Pluralization 

Plural forms in English are often misused because Urdu 

handles singular and plural forms differently. 

Explanation​

 Urdu often uses context rather than changing the word 

form. English requires explicit plural markers. 

Examples 

●​Urdu-influenced: “I have two book.” → Correct: “I 

have two books.”​

 



●​Urdu-influenced: “She has many friend.” → Correct: 

“She has many friends.”​

 

 

6. Errors in Subject-Verb Agreement 

Pakistani learners frequently make subject-verb 

agreement errors due to differences in grammatical rules 

between Urdu and English. 

Explanation​

 In Urdu, verb conjugation is less rigid, and agreement is 

often inferred from context. In English, verb forms must 

agree with singular or plural subjects. 

Examples 



●​Urdu-influenced: “He go to school every day.” → 

Correct: “He goes to school every day.”​

 

●​Urdu-influenced: “They is playing football.” → Correct: 

“They are playing football.”​

 

 

7. Errors in Pronunciation 

Phonological differences between English and Pakistani 

languages cause pronunciation errors. 

Explanation​

 English contains sounds that do not exist in Urdu or 

regional languages, leading to mispronunciation. Stress 

and intonation patterns also differ. 



Examples 

●​Pronouncing “think” as “sink” due to the absence of 

the /θ/ sound in Urdu.​

 

●​Saying “ship” instead of “sheep,” confusing vowel 

sounds.​

 

●​Stressing wrong syllables: “phoTOgraph” instead of 

“PHOtograph.”​

 

 

8. Errors in Gender Usage 

English requires gender-specific pronouns, which may 

differ from Urdu conventions. 



Explanation​

 Urdu often omits gender or uses different markers. 

Learners may confuse pronouns in English. 

Examples 

●​Urdu-influenced: “She is my brother.” → Correct: “He 

is my brother.”​

 

●​Urdu-influenced: “His is a good teacher.” → Correct: 

“He is a good teacher.”​

 

 

9. Errors in Word Choice (Lexical Errors) 

Direct translation from Urdu causes lexical mistakes, using 

inappropriate words in context. 



Explanation​

 Some Urdu words have multiple meanings or no exact 

English equivalent, causing misuse in sentences. 

Examples 

●​Urdu-influenced: “I have strong hunger.” → Correct: “I 

am very hungry.”​

 

●​Urdu-influenced: “He made a mistake of his life.” → 

Correct: “He made a mistake in his life.”​

 

 

10. Errors in Idiomatic Expressions 

Pakistani learners often struggle with English idioms 

because they translate them literally from Urdu. 



Explanation​

 Idioms cannot be directly translated; meaning is 

contextual and figurative. Literal translation leads to 

misunderstanding. 

Examples 

●​Urdu-influenced: “It is raining cats and dogs.” (Literal 

Urdu translation might confuse) → Correct: 

Understand as “It is raining heavily.”​

 

●​Urdu-influenced: “He kicked the bucket yesterday” → 

If translated literally, it confuses the meaning of death.​

 

 

11. Errors in Question Formation 



Pakistani learners often use Urdu sentence patterns in 

English questions, leading to incorrect structures. 

Explanation​

 English uses auxiliary verbs in questions, while Urdu 

often inverts sentence components without auxiliaries. 

Examples 

●​Urdu-influenced: “You are coming to school?” → 

Correct: “Are you coming to school?”​

 

●​Urdu-influenced: “What you are doing?” → Correct: 

“What are you doing?”​

 

 

12. Errors in Negation 



Negation errors occur because Urdu expresses negatives 

differently, often with different verb placement. 

Explanation​

 English requires auxiliary verbs for negation, unlike Urdu. 

Students omit auxiliaries or misplace negatives. 

Examples 

●​Urdu-influenced: “I not like tea.” → Correct: “I do not 

like tea.”​

 

●​Urdu-influenced: “He no went to market.” → Correct: 

“He did not go to the market.”​

 

 

13. Errors in Use of Tenses in Conditional Sentences 



Pakistani learners often confuse tenses in “if” clauses due 

to L1 interference. 

Explanation​

 Urdu expresses conditions differently, often without 

changing verb forms explicitly. 

Examples 

●​Urdu-influenced: “If I will go, I will meet him.” → 

Correct: “If I go, I will meet him.”​

 

●​Urdu-influenced: “If he comes, I would help him.” → 

Correct: “If he comes, I will help him.”​

 

 

14. Errors in Conjunctions and Connectives 



Students misuse connectors because Urdu has different 

conjunction rules. 

Explanation​

 Direct translation leads to improper linking of ideas, 

causing run-on sentences or fragmented thoughts. 

Examples 

●​Urdu-influenced: “I went to market but I did not bought 

anything.” → Correct: “I went to the market, but I did 

not buy anything.”​

 

●​Urdu-influenced: “He is poor, so he cannot buy book.” 

→ Correct: “He is poor, so he cannot buy a book.”​

 

 



15. Errors in Use of Possessives 

Pakistani learners often confuse possessive forms due to 

differences in Urdu syntax. 

Explanation​

 Urdu uses “ka/ki/ke” which doesn’t directly match English 

apostrophe + s structure. 

Examples 

●​Urdu-influenced: “This is brother of Ali.” → Correct: 

“This is Ali’s brother.”​

 

●​Urdu-influenced: “I like friends of mine.” → Correct: “I 

like my friends.”​

 

 



16. Errors in Use of Countable and Uncountable Nouns 

Pakistani learners often misuse singular/plural forms with 

uncountable nouns. 

Explanation​

 Urdu does not strictly distinguish countable and 

uncountable nouns, leading to mistakes in English 

quantifiers. 

Examples 

●​Urdu-influenced: “I need many informations.” → 

Correct: “I need much information.”​

 

●​Urdu-influenced: “She has few homeworks.” → 

Correct: “She has a few homework assignments.”​

 



 

17. Errors in Use of Tenses in Reported Speech 

Inter-lingual influence causes errors when converting 

direct to indirect speech. 

Explanation​

 Urdu often uses the same tense in both direct and indirect 

speech, whereas English requires backshifting in many 

cases. 

Examples 

●​Urdu-influenced: Direct: “I am tired.” → Indirect: He 

said, “I am tired.” → Correct English: He said that he 

was tired.​

 

 



18. Errors in Subject Omission 

Urdu allows subject omission when context is clear; 

English requires explicit subjects. 

Explanation​

 Students omit subjects, leading to incomplete sentences. 

Examples 

●​Urdu-influenced: “Went to school yesterday.” → 

Correct: “I went to school yesterday.”​

 

●​Urdu-influenced: “Is playing football.” → Correct: “He 

is playing football.”​

 

 

19. Errors in Phrasal Verbs 



Phrasal verbs are often misused because they have no 

direct Urdu equivalents. 

Explanation​

 Students may translate phrasal verbs literally, leading to 

incorrect usage. 

Examples 

●​Urdu-influenced: “I looked up the answer in 

dictionary.” → Correct: “I looked up the answer in the 

dictionary.”​

 

●​Urdu-influenced: “He gave up the work yesterday.” → 

Correct: “He gave up working yesterday.”​

 

 



20. Cultural Errors in Communication 

Pakistani learners may produce grammatically correct 

English but inappropriate culturally. 

Explanation​

 Politeness markers, indirect expressions, and idiomatic 

expressions differ between cultures. Students transfer L1 

cultural norms incorrectly. 

Examples 

●​Urdu-influenced: “Tell him to come immediately.” (rude 

in English) → Correct: “Please ask him to come.”​

 

●​Urdu-influenced: “You eat now?” (direct, acceptable in 

Urdu) → Correct: “Have you eaten?”​

 



 

Conclusion 

Inter-lingual errors in English literacy among Pakistanis 

arise from differences between English and native 

languages in grammar, syntax, vocabulary, pronunciation, 

and cultural norms. Common errors include problems with 

word order, articles, prepositions, tenses, pluralization, 

subject-verb agreement, pronunciation, idiomatic 

expressions, and cultural appropriateness. These errors 

are natural in language learning, but with conscious 

teaching, exposure to authentic English, correction 

strategies, and practice, Pakistani learners can minimize 

inter-lingual interference and develop more accurate and 

fluent English literacy skills. 

 



Q.2 Describe the steps in proposal writing. 

Meaning of Proposal Writing​

 Proposal writing is the process of creating a structured 

document that outlines a plan, idea, or project for 

approval, funding, or implementation. A proposal 

communicates the objectives, methods, resources, and 

expected outcomes to stakeholders such as supervisors, 

organizations, funding agencies, or clients. Effective 

proposals are clear, concise, persuasive, and structured to 

guide the reader through the plan logically. Proposal 

writing is essential in academic research, business 

projects, government programs, and nonprofit initiatives. 

 

1. Identifying the Purpose and Need 



The first step in proposal writing is to clearly identify the 

purpose of the proposal and the problem it intends to 

solve. 

Explanation​

 Understanding the purpose ensures that the proposal 

addresses a real need. It involves research, needs 

assessment, and defining the scope. The writer must ask 

why the proposal is necessary and what problem or 

opportunity it addresses. 

Example​

 A school teacher proposes an after-school reading 

program. The purpose is to improve students’ literacy, and 

the need is identified through low reading test scores. 

 



2. Conducting Preliminary Research 

Before writing, gather information, data, and background 

knowledge to support the proposal. 

Explanation​

 Preliminary research provides evidence, justifies the 

project, and helps identify potential challenges and 

solutions. It includes reviewing literature, previous studies, 

statistics, and current practices. 

Example​

 For a literacy program, the teacher researches reading 

strategies, success stories from other schools, and data 

on students’ current reading levels. 

 

3. Defining Objectives and Goals 



Clearly define what the proposal aims to achieve. 

Objectives should be specific, measurable, achievable, 

relevant, and time-bound (SMART). 

Explanation​

 Objectives guide the planning, implementation, and 

evaluation of the proposed project. They help stakeholders 

understand the expected outcomes. 

Example​

 Objective: “To improve reading comprehension scores of 

Grade 5 students by 20% within six months through 

weekly reading sessions.” 

 

4. Identifying the Target Audience or Beneficiaries 



Specify who will benefit from the proposed project or 

initiative. 

Explanation​

 Clearly identifying the audience or beneficiaries ensures 

the proposal is relevant and tailored to their needs. This 

section often includes demographic, geographic, or 

institutional details. 

Example​

 Beneficiaries: 60 Grade 5 students in XYZ Elementary 

School who struggle with reading comprehension. 

 

5. Outlining the Methodology or Plan of Action 

Describe the steps, activities, or strategies to achieve the 

objectives. 



Explanation​

 The methodology provides a roadmap for implementation. 

It should detail activities, schedules, instructional 

strategies, and responsibilities. Clear, logical steps 

increase the credibility of the proposal. 

Example 

●​Weekly 1-hour reading sessions after school.​

 

●​Group reading and discussion activities.​

 

●​Use of leveled reading materials and comprehension 

exercises.​

 

●​Regular progress assessment and feedback.​

 



 

6. Preparing a Budget and Resource Plan 

Estimate the financial and material resources needed for 

the project. 

Explanation​

 A clear budget demonstrates feasibility and accountability. 

It should include costs for materials, personnel, 

equipment, and other expenses. Resource planning 

ensures all necessary items are available. 

Example 

●​Books and reading materials: $500​

 

●​Stationery: $100​

 



●​Teacher stipend for extra hours: $300​

 

●​Total Budget: $900​

 

 

7. Highlighting Benefits and Significance 

Explain why the project is important and what value it 

provides. 

Explanation​

 This section persuades the reader of the proposal’s 

relevance and potential impact. Highlight long-term 

benefits, improvements, or solutions to existing problems. 

Example 



●​Enhanced literacy skills among students.​

 

●​ Improved academic performance.​

 

●​ Increased student confidence and motivation.​

 

 

8. Anticipating Challenges and Solutions 

Identify potential obstacles and suggest strategies to 

overcome them. 

Explanation​

 Acknowledging challenges demonstrates preparedness 

and realistic planning. It shows that the proposer has 

considered possible risks and has contingency plans. 



Example 

●​Challenge: Students may skip sessions due to other 

commitments.​

 

●​Solution: Schedule sessions immediately after school 

and provide incentives for attendance.​

 

 

9. Establishing Evaluation and Monitoring Criteria 

Describe how the project’s progress and success will be 

measured. 

Explanation​

 Evaluation ensures accountability and helps improve 



future projects. It includes quantitative and qualitative 

indicators, assessment tools, and timelines. 

Example 

●​Pre- and post-reading comprehension tests.​

 

●​Attendance records for sessions.​

 

●​Student feedback through surveys and discussions.​

 

 

10. Writing an Executive Summary or Introduction 

Provide a concise overview of the proposal, highlighting 

the purpose, objectives, methods, and expected 

outcomes. 



Explanation​

 The executive summary should capture the attention of 

stakeholders and provide a clear snapshot of the proposal. 

It is often written last but placed at the beginning. 

Example​

 “This proposal seeks to implement an after-school 

reading program for Grade 5 students at XYZ Elementary 

School. The goal is to improve literacy skills by providing 

structured reading sessions, assessments, and interactive 

activities over a six-month period, benefiting 60 students 

struggling with reading comprehension.” 

 

11. Formatting and Presentation 



Ensure the proposal is structured, clear, and professionally 

presented. 

Explanation​

 Proper formatting enhances readability, makes 

information accessible, and reflects professionalism. 

Include headings, subheadings, bullet points, tables, 

charts, and appendices as needed. 

Example 

●​Title Page: Proposal Title, Author, Date​

 

●​Table of Contents​

 

●​ Introduction / Executive Summary​

 



●​Objectives​

 

●​Methodology​

 

●​Budget​

 

●​Expected Outcomes​

 

●​Evaluation​

 

●​Conclusion​

 

 

12. Review and Proofreading 



Check for accuracy, clarity, grammar, and coherence 

before submission. 

Explanation​

 A polished proposal demonstrates attention to detail and 

credibility. Reviewing ensures logical flow, consistency, 

and completeness. 

Example 

●​Correct spelling and grammar errors.​

 

●​Verify figures in the budget.​

 

●​Ensure all objectives align with methods and 

evaluation criteria.​

 



 

13. Seeking Feedback 

Before final submission, obtain feedback from peers, 

mentors, or experts. 

Explanation​

 External feedback helps identify gaps, improve clarity, and 

enhance persuasiveness. Constructive criticism 

strengthens the overall quality of the proposal. 

Example 

●​Sharing the proposal with a senior teacher or 

colleague for suggestions.​

 



●​ Incorporating feedback on clarity of methodology and 

evaluation plan.​

 

 

14. Submission and Follow-up 

Submit the proposal to the relevant authority and follow up 

for approval or feedback. 

Explanation​

 Submission must follow specified guidelines and 

deadlines. Following up demonstrates seriousness and 

ensures the proposal is considered promptly. 

Example 

●​Submit to school principal or funding agency.​

 



●​Follow up after two weeks for approval status.​

 

 

Conclusion 

Proposal writing is a systematic process that involves 

identifying a need, conducting research, defining 

objectives, planning methodology, preparing budgets, 

anticipating challenges, establishing evaluation methods, 

and presenting the plan professionally. Each step ensures 

clarity, feasibility, and persuasiveness, enabling 

stakeholders to understand the purpose and value of the 

proposed project. Effective proposal writing combines 

analytical skills, planning, communication, and 

organization to achieve successful outcomes. 



Q.3 What is meant by technical writing? Illustrate with 

examples. 

Meaning of Technical Writing​

 Technical writing is a type of writing that communicates 

specialized information clearly, accurately, and effectively 

to a specific audience. It is primarily used to explain 

technical, scientific, or professional subjects in a way that 

is understandable and actionable. The purpose of 

technical writing is to inform, instruct, guide, or document 

processes, procedures, or concepts in fields such as 

engineering, medicine, information technology, science, 

business, and government. Unlike creative writing, 

technical writing prioritizes clarity, conciseness, objectivity, 

and structured presentation over artistic or literary 

expression. 



 

Key Characteristics of Technical Writing 

1.​Clarity​

 Technical writing avoids ambiguity and ensures the 

reader clearly understands the message. Sentences 

are precise, and terminology is explained.​

​

 Example:​

 

○​Clear: “Press the power button to turn on the 

device.”​

 

○​Unclear: “You can start the device by touching it 

somewhere.”​

 



2.​Accuracy​

 Technical writing conveys factual and exact 

information. Mistakes or vague instructions can lead 

to errors, accidents, or misinterpretation.​

​

 Example:​

 

○​Accurate: “Mix 50 ml of solution A with 100 ml of 

solution B for 5 minutes.”​

 

○​ Inaccurate: “Mix some of solution A with solution 

B for a while.”​

 

3.​Conciseness​

 It communicates the intended message using as few 

words as necessary without losing meaning.​



​

 Example:​

 

○​Concise: “Install the software using the 

installation wizard.”​

 

○​Wordy: “You should now proceed to the 

installation of the software by following the steps 

provided in the wizard.”​

 

4.​Structured Format​

 Information is organized logically, often using 

headings, bullet points, numbered steps, and tables to 

make it easy to follow.​

​



 Example:​

 

○​ Instruction Manual: Step 1: Plug in the device. 

Step 2: Press the power button. Step 3: Wait for 

the startup screen.​

 

5.​Targeted Audience​

 Technical writing considers the knowledge level of 

the audience and adjusts language, style, and 

terminology accordingly.​

​

 Example:​

 

○​For beginners: “Click on the folder icon to open 

your files.”​

 



○​For experts: “Navigate to the directory and 

execute the batch file to initiate the script.”​

 

6.​Objective and Impersonal Tone​

 Technical writing avoids personal opinions, humor, or 

emotional language. The focus is on facts and 

instructions.​

​

 Example:​

 

○​Objective: “Ensure the water temperature is 

100°C before proceeding.”​

 

○​Subjective: “I think the water might be hot enough 

now.”​

 



 

Types of Technical Writing 

1.​User Manuals and Instruction Guides​

 Documents that guide users to operate machines, 

devices, or software.​

​

 Example:​

 

○​A mobile phone user manual explaining how to 

set up a new phone, configure apps, and 

troubleshoot common issues.​

 

2.​Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)​

 Documents that describe routine operations in 

organizations, laboratories, or industries.​



​

 Example:​

 

○​A laboratory SOP detailing the steps for safely 

handling chemical reagents.​

 

3.​Technical Reports​

 Documents that present research findings, 

experiments, or project outcomes.​

​

 Example:​

 

○​An engineering report documenting the stress 

analysis of a bridge structure with tables, graphs, 

and conclusions.​

 



4.​Proposals​

 Technical proposals outline projects, methods, and 

expected results for approval or funding.​

​

 Example:​

 

○​A software development proposal detailing 

project scope, timeline, resources, and 

deliverables.​

 

5.​White Papers and Policy Documents​

 Documents that provide information or 

recommendations on technical or policy issues.​

​

 Example:​

 



○​A white paper on renewable energy solutions, 

including data analysis, benefits, and 

recommendations.​

 

6.​Online Help and Tutorials​

 Guides that provide step-by-step instructions or 

troubleshooting for digital platforms.​

​

 Example:​

 

○​A website help section explaining how to reset a 

password or update account settings.​

 

7.​Data Sheets and Specifications​

 Documents providing technical specifications of 

products, devices, or materials.​



​

 Example:​

 

○​An LED bulb datasheet listing voltage, wattage, 

luminosity, and lifespan.​

 

 

Importance of Technical Writing 

1.​Enhances Communication​

 Technical writing ensures complex ideas are 

conveyed clearly to the intended audience.​

 

2.​Reduces Errors and Misunderstandings​

 Precise instructions prevent mistakes, accidents, or 



misinterpretations in technical processes.​

 

3.​Supports Decision-Making​

 Well-prepared reports and proposals provide 

stakeholders with the necessary information to make 

informed decisions.​

 

4.​Documentation and Accountability​

 Technical writing creates records that can be 

referenced for quality control, audits, or legal 

purposes.​

 

5.​Training and Skill Development​

 Manuals, SOPs, and tutorials help train new 

employees or users efficiently.​

 



 

Examples of Technical Writing in Practice 

1.​Software Installation Guide:​

 

○​Step 1: Download the setup file from the official 

website.​

 

○​Step 2: Double-click the file to start the 

installation.​

 

○​Step 3: Follow the on-screen instructions to 

complete installation.​

 

2.​Medical Instruction Sheet:​

 



○​Take 2 tablets of Paracetamol every 6 hours after 

meals.​

 

○​Do not exceed 8 tablets in 24 hours.​

 

3.​Engineering Report Excerpt:​

 

○​ “The load-bearing capacity of the beam was 

calculated using the formula M = F × L / 4. Stress 

analysis indicates a maximum stress of 250 MPa, 

which is within the safe limit of 300 MPa.”​

 

4.​Business Proposal:​

 

○​ “This proposal aims to implement a cloud-based 

data management system to improve operational 



efficiency. The project will be completed in six 

months with a budget of $50,000. Key 

deliverables include migration of existing data, 

staff training, and system integration.”​

 

5.​Safety Guidelines:​

 

○​ “Always wear protective gloves when handling 

chemicals. In case of skin contact, wash the area 

immediately with water.”​

 

 

Conclusion 

Technical writing is the art and science of presenting 

specialized information in a clear, structured, and usable 



manner. It differs from creative or literary writing because it 

focuses on functionality, precision, and comprehension 

rather than aesthetics or storytelling. By providing 

accurate instructions, documenting processes, and 

conveying complex ideas effectively, technical writing 

plays a critical role in education, business, engineering, 

healthcare, IT, and many other fields. Examples such as 

user manuals, SOPs, technical reports, proposals, and 

online tutorials illustrate how technical writing facilitates 

understanding, ensures accuracy, and improves efficiency 

in professional and practical contexts. 

 

 

 

 



Q.4 Write a note on English Listening Activities in the 

classroom. 

Meaning of Listening Activities​

 Listening activities are structured exercises designed to 

improve students’ ability to understand spoken English. 

Listening is a fundamental language skill essential for 

communication, comprehension, and learning. In the 

classroom, listening activities help students develop aural 

skills, vocabulary, pronunciation awareness, and the ability 

to follow instructions and respond appropriately. Effective 

listening activities engage students actively, encourage 

attention to details, and promote interaction. 

 

1. Importance of Listening Activities in the Classroom 



1.​Enhances Comprehension Skills​

 Listening activities help students understand the 

meaning of spoken English, grasp context, and 

interpret nuances.​

 

2.​Improves Pronunciation and Intonation 

Awareness​

 By listening to native or fluent speakers, students 

learn correct pronunciation, stress patterns, and 

intonation.​

 

3.​Develops Vocabulary​

 Listening exposes students to new words and 

phrases, helping them expand their vocabulary and 

usage.​

 



4.​Encourages Active Participation​

 Interactive listening activities promote classroom 

engagement, discussion, and collaboration.​

 

5.​Supports Speaking Skills​

 Good listening skills complement speaking abilities, 

as students learn how to respond appropriately in 

conversations.​

 

 

2. Types of Listening Activities in the Classroom 

a) Listening for Comprehension 

Students listen to a passage, story, or dialogue and 

answer questions to test understanding. 



Example: 

●​The teacher reads a short story aloud and asks 

students to summarize the main idea and key details.​

 

b) Gap-Filling Exercises 

Students listen to a recording and fill in missing words or 

phrases in a transcript. 

Example: 

●​Audio: “I usually ___ (wake/waking) up at 6 a.m. and 

have breakfast.”​

 

●​Students fill the blank: “wake.”​

 

c) True/False or Multiple Choice Questions 



Students listen and respond to comprehension questions 

in True/False or multiple-choice format. 

Example: 

●​Audio: “The cat climbed the tree because it was 

scared of the dog.”​

 

●​Question: “Why did the cat climb the tree?”​

 

○​a) Because it was hungry​

 

○​b) Because it was scared of the dog ✅​

 

○​c) Because it wanted to play​

 

d) Listening and Sequencing 



Students listen to events or instructions and arrange them 

in the correct order. 

Example: 

●​Audio: Steps to bake a cake​

 

●​Task: Students sequence the steps: 1) Preheat the 

oven, 2) Mix ingredients, 3) Bake for 30 minutes.​

 

e) Predictive Listening 

Students predict content before listening based on 

headings, pictures, or context. 

Example: 



●​Teacher shows a picture of a market and asks, “What 

do you think people will say or do?”​

 

●​After prediction, students listen to the audio and 

check accuracy.​

 

f) Listening for Specific Information 

Students focus on particular details like numbers, dates, 

names, or instructions. 

Example: 

●​Audio: “The train departs at 9:15 a.m. from Karachi 

and reaches Lahore at 5:30 p.m.”​

 



●​Task: Students write down departure and arrival 

times.​

 

g) Role Play and Dialogues 

Students listen to dialogues and then perform role-plays, 

imitating pronunciation, stress, and intonation. 

Example: 

●​Audio: Conversation at a restaurant​

 

●​Task: Students act out the dialogue in pairs, practicing 

fluency and expression.​

 

h) Dictation Exercises 



Students listen to sentences or passages and write them 

down exactly as heard. 

Example: 

●​Teacher reads: “The quick brown fox jumps over the 

lazy dog.”​

 

●​Students write the sentence, focusing on spelling, 

punctuation, and grammar.​

 

i) Listening and Summarizing 

Students listen to a passage and summarize the main 

points in their own words. 

Example: 



●​Audio: News report on environmental pollution​

 

●​Task: Students write a short summary highlighting the 

cause, effect, and suggested solutions.​

 

j) Audio-Visual Integration 

Students watch short videos or slideshows with audio and 

respond to questions or complete tasks. 

Example: 

●​Video: A short documentary on water conservation​

 

●​Task: Students answer comprehension questions or 

discuss in pairs.​

 



 

3. Steps to Conduct Effective Listening Activities 

1.​Pre-Listening Stage​

 

○​ Introduce the topic or context.​

 

○​Activate prior knowledge.​

 

○​Teach key vocabulary or phrases.​

 

2.​While-Listening Stage​

 

○​Students listen actively.​

 



○​Provide tasks such as note-taking, filling blanks, 

or answering questions.​

 

3.​Post-Listening Stage​

 

○​Discuss answers in groups or as a class.​

 

○​Summarize the main ideas.​

 

○​Encourage students to reflect on what they heard 

and relate it to their experiences.​

 

 

4. Tips for Effective Listening Activities 



●​Use varied audio materials: recordings, videos, 

dialogues, news, podcasts.​

 

●​Gradually increase difficulty to challenge 

comprehension skills.​

 

●​Encourage active engagement by asking predictive or 

critical thinking questions.​

 

●​Combine listening with speaking, writing, and reading 

tasks for integrated learning.​

 

●​Provide feedback on pronunciation, comprehension, 

and response accuracy.​

 



●​ Include interactive and fun activities like games or 

role-plays to maintain interest.​

 

 

5. Examples of Classroom Listening Activities 

1.​Storytelling: The teacher narrates a story, and 

students answer questions about characters, plot, and 

moral.​

 

2.​Instruction Following: Students listen to a set of 

instructions and perform tasks, e.g., drawing a 

diagram according to directions.​

 



3.​News Listening: Students listen to a news report and 

summarize key points in class.​

 

4.​Dialog Completion: Students listen to an incomplete 

dialogue and provide suitable responses to fill gaps.​

 

5.​Song or Poem Listening: Students listen to songs or 

poems, identify rhymes, new vocabulary, or the 

theme.​

 

 

Conclusion 

English listening activities in the classroom play a crucial 

role in developing aural comprehension, vocabulary, 

pronunciation, and interactive communication skills. 



Structured listening tasks such as comprehension 

exercises, dictations, role-plays, predictive listening, and 

audio-visual activities actively engage students and 

enhance learning. When integrated with speaking, 

reading, and writing exercises, listening activities 

contribute to overall language proficiency, making students 

more confident and competent communicators in English. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Q.5 How can we assess oral skills? Give examples. 

Meaning of Oral Skills Assessment​

 Oral skills assessment refers to the process of evaluating 

a student’s ability to speak, listen, and communicate 

effectively in a language. It focuses on assessing 

pronunciation, fluency, vocabulary, grammar, 

comprehension, and interactional competence. Assessing 

oral skills is essential in language learning because 

speaking and listening are core components of 

communication, and evaluation helps identify strengths, 

weaknesses, and areas for improvement. 

 

1. Observation-Based Assessment 



Teachers can assess oral skills informally by observing 

students during classroom interactions. 

Explanation​

 This method evaluates natural use of language during 

discussions, group work, or question-answer sessions. 

Teachers note fluency, confidence, clarity, and 

appropriateness of responses. 

Example: 

●​During a class discussion on “Environmental 

Pollution,” the teacher observes students’ ability to 

express opinions, respond to peers, and use correct 

vocabulary and grammar.​

 

 



2. Oral Presentations 

Students are asked to deliver prepared or impromptu 

presentations on a topic. 

Explanation​

 This method assesses fluency, pronunciation, 

organization of ideas, coherence, and confidence. Rubrics 

can be used to score different aspects such as content, 

language use, and delivery. 

Example: 

●​A student presents a 5-minute talk on “The 

Importance of Healthy Eating,” evaluated on clarity of 

speech, vocabulary, sentence structure, and 

engagement with the audience.​

 



 

3. Role-Play and Simulated Conversations 

Students participate in role-plays or simulated real-life 

situations. 

Explanation​

 Role-plays assess interactive oral skills, ability to use 

language in context, and response to unexpected 

situations. 

Example: 

●​ In a “Restaurant Role-Play,” one student acts as a 

customer and another as a waiter. The teacher 

assesses polite expressions, question formation, 

listening, and appropriate responses.​

 



 

4. Question-Answer Sessions 

Students respond to questions orally, either individually or 

in groups. 

Explanation​

 This method evaluates comprehension, grammar, 

vocabulary, fluency, and the ability to construct complete 

sentences spontaneously. 

Example: 

●​Teacher asks: “What are the advantages of online 

learning?”​

 

●​Assessment focuses on how accurately and fluently 

the student answers, the use of linking words, and 



sentence structure.​

 

 

5. Storytelling or Narrative Assessment 

Students narrate a story, incident, or personal experience. 

Explanation​

 This technique assesses coherence, sequencing, 

vocabulary, and expression. It also tests the ability to use 

past tense, descriptive language, and appropriate 

connectors. 

Example: 

●​Students narrate “A Memorable Day in My Life,” 

assessed on clarity, fluency, sentence variety, and 



logical progression of events.​

 

 

6. Listening and Speaking Tests 

Students listen to an audio passage or dialogue and 

respond orally. 

Explanation​

 This method evaluates both aural comprehension and 

oral response, testing understanding, pronunciation, and 

ability to formulate correct answers. 

Example: 

●​Audio: “A train leaves at 9 a.m. and arrives at 2 p.m.”​

 



●​Task: Students answer orally: “What time does the 

train leave and reach its destination?”​

 

 

7. Peer Assessment 

Students evaluate each other’s oral performance. 

Explanation​

 Peer assessment promotes collaborative learning, critical 

thinking, and reflection. Rubrics guide students to assess 

fluency, vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation. 

Example: 

●​Students listen to a classmate’s presentation and 

score using criteria like clarity, accuracy, confidence, 



and engagement.​

 

 

8. Use of Rubrics and Scoring Criteria 

Structured rubrics provide detailed assessment of oral 

skills components. 

Explanation​

 Rubrics evaluate pronunciation, fluency, grammar, 

vocabulary, comprehension, and interaction systematically. 

This ensures objective assessment. 

Example of Rubric Components: 

1.​Pronunciation: Clear articulation of words.​

 



2.​Fluency: Smooth, uninterrupted speech.​

 

3.​Grammar: Correct use of tenses and sentence 

structures.​

 

4.​Vocabulary: Appropriate word choice.​

 

5.​Comprehension: Understanding questions and 

responding accurately.​

 

6.​Interaction: Ability to engage in dialogue and respond 

appropriately.​

 

 

9. Impromptu Speaking Activities 



Students speak spontaneously on a given topic without 

preparation. 

Explanation​

 This assesses quick thinking, language control, 

vocabulary recall, and ability to express ideas fluently 

under pressure. 

Example: 

●​Teacher gives a topic: “The Role of Technology in 

Education.” Students speak for 2–3 minutes 

spontaneously. Assessment focuses on clarity, 

coherence, and fluency.​

 

 

10. Group Discussions 



Students participate in structured discussions or debates. 

Explanation​

 Group activities assess interactional competence, ability 

to take turns, argument development, and listening skills. 

Example: 

●​Topic: “Should Homework be Banned?”​

 

●​Teacher assesses participation, ability to express and 

defend ideas, respond to others, and use of 

appropriate English.​

 

 

11. Oral Exams or Interviews 



Formal oral tests where students answer questions or 

discuss topics individually with the teacher. 

Explanation​

 These assess comprehensive oral proficiency, including 

pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, fluency, 

comprehension, and confidence. 

Example: 

●​ Interview Question: “Describe your favorite hobby and 

explain why you enjoy it.”​

 

●​Assessment considers sentence structure, 

vocabulary, clarity, and overall communication.​

 

 



12. Audio or Video Recording Assessment 

Students record themselves speaking, and teachers 

evaluate the recordings. 

Explanation​

 Recorded oral tasks allow detailed analysis of 

pronunciation, intonation, fluency, and language accuracy. 

Teachers can replay and provide feedback. 

Example: 

●​Students record a 2-minute presentation on 

“Environmental Conservation.” Teacher evaluates 

clarity, grammar, vocabulary, and engagement.​

 

 

13. Pronunciation and Intonation Drills 



Focus on specific sounds, word stress, and sentence 

intonation. 

Explanation​

 This method targets technical aspects of oral skills, 

particularly useful for ESL learners. 

Example: 

●​Students repeat sentences with target sounds: “She 

sells seashells by the seashore.” Teacher assesses 

correct articulation and rhythm.​

 

 

14. Combining Listening and Speaking Assessment 

Integrated tasks assess comprehension and response. 

Example: 



●​Audio story is played. Students summarize orally, 

answer questions, and discuss the theme, combining 

listening comprehension and oral expression.​

 

 

Conclusion 

Oral skills assessment involves a variety of techniques 

including observation, presentations, role-plays, 

storytelling, listening-response activities, interviews, peer 

evaluation, and use of rubrics. Effective assessment 

evaluates pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, fluency, 

comprehension, and interactive competence. Examples 

such as storytelling, discussions, impromptu speaking, 

audio-response tasks, and structured interviews illustrate 

how teachers can measure and enhance students’ oral 



communication abilities in English, helping them become 

confident and proficient speakers. 
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