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Q.1 After studying Unit 1, you have learned that 

morphology is a core subfield of linguistics. Compare 

and contrast morphology with two other linguistic 

subfields (phonology, syntax, or semantics). Provide 

examples to justify how morphology differs in its 

approach to language analysis. 

Introduction to Morphology​

 Morphology is one of the core branches of linguistics that 

deals with the internal structure of words and how they are 



formed. It studies the smallest meaningful units of 

language known as morphemes, such as roots, prefixes, 

and suffixes. Morphology focuses on understanding how 

morphemes combine to create words and how words 

change their forms to express grammatical relationships 

such as tense, number, gender, and case. For instance, 

the English word unhappiness is made up of three 

morphemes: un- (prefix meaning ‘not’), happy (root word), 

and -ness (suffix forming a noun). Together they create a 

new word with a specific meaning. Thus, morphology 

provides insight into how language users generate and 

interpret words. 

Phonology and Morphology: A Comparative View​

 Phonology and morphology are closely related but distinct 

subfields of linguistics. Phonology deals with the sound 



system of a language, focusing on how sounds 

(phonemes) function and interact in speech. It studies how 

sounds are organized, how they form patterns, and how 

they change in different linguistic environments. For 

example, in English, the plural morpheme -s has three 

phonological forms: /s/ as in cats, /z/ as in dogs, and /ɪz/ 

as in boxes. This variation is studied under phonology 

because it relates to sound patterns. 

Morphology, on the other hand, is concerned with how 

these sound units combine to form meaningful structures. 

While phonology studies the rules of pronunciation, 

morphology studies the rules of word formation. For 

example, in teacher, morphology analyzes teach (verb) 

and -er (suffix indicating an agent), explaining how their 

combination forms a noun meaning “a person who 



teaches.” Phonology would study how the sounds /t/, /iː/, 

/ʧ/, and /ər/ combine to produce the word’s pronunciation. 

Therefore, phonology operates at the level of sound, while 

morphology operates at the level of meaning and word 

construction. The two subfields interact closely, as 

morphological changes often trigger phonological 

alterations. For instance, when the plural -s is added to 

dog, the final sound changes from /s/ to /z/, a phonological 

effect influenced by morphology. 

Syntax and Morphology: A Comparative View​

 Syntax and morphology are both concerned with 

structure, but they function at different levels of linguistic 

organization. Morphology focuses on the internal structure 

of words, whereas syntax deals with the arrangement of 

words in phrases and sentences. For example, 



morphology studies how re- and write combine to form 

rewrite, while syntax studies how She rewrote the essay is 

structured into a grammatically correct sentence. 

Morphology looks inward, analyzing the composition of 

words, while syntax looks outward, examining how words 

relate to each other in a sentence. For instance, the 

morphological structure of dogs (dog + plural suffix -s) tells 

us that the word is plural. Syntax then determines how this 

plural noun functions in a sentence, such as in The dogs 

are barking. Here, syntax ensures subject-verb 

agreement, while morphology determines the form of dogs 

and are. 

Another difference lies in their rules of combination. 

Morphology follows rules for creating words, such as 

adding prefixes (un-, dis-, re-) or suffixes (-ness, -tion, -ly). 



Syntax follows rules for sentence formation, such as 

Subject-Verb-Object (SVO) order in English. For example, 

in He eats apples, syntax determines the order, while 

morphology ensures that eats agrees with the singular 

subject he. 

Thus, morphology and syntax are interdependent. 

Morphological information often affects syntactic structure, 

such as verb agreement or noun case. However, 

morphology focuses on word-level grammar, while syntax 

operates at the sentence level. 

Semantics and Morphology: A Comparative View​

 Semantics and morphology are connected through 

meaning, but they differ in their focus and methods. 

Semantics deals with the meanings of words, phrases, 

and sentences, whereas morphology studies how word 



forms contribute to meaning. In other words, morphology 

explains how meaning is constructed through the structure 

of words, while semantics explores what that meaning is. 

For instance, in the word unhappiness, morphology 

identifies its parts (un-, happy, -ness) and explains how 

they combine to form a noun meaning “the state of not 

being happy.” Semantics, in contrast, interprets what this 

word means in different contexts. Morphology explains the 

process of word formation, while semantics interprets the 

final product in terms of meaning. 

Another difference is that semantics can deal with 

meanings beyond individual words, such as idioms and 

sentences. For example, in kick the bucket, semantics 

interprets the idiomatic meaning “to die,” whereas 

morphology simply recognizes kick and bucket as 



separate morphemes. Thus, while morphology deals with 

the form-to-meaning connection within a word, semantics 

goes beyond word boundaries to interpret overall 

meaning. 
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Examples Illustrating Differences 

1.​Morphology Example: The word misunderstanding 

is formed from mis- (prefix meaning ‘wrongly’), 



understand (root verb), and -ing (suffix forming a 

noun). Morphology studies how these parts combine 

to create a complex meaning.​

 

2.​Phonology Example: The difference between pat 

and bat lies in one sound—/p/ and /b/—which 

changes the meaning. Phonology studies such sound 

contrasts.​

 

3.​Syntax Example: The sentence The boy kicked the 

ball follows the Subject-Verb-Object order. Syntax 

analyzes this structure to ensure grammatical 

correctness.​

 

4.​Semantics Example: The words cheap and 

inexpensive are synonyms in meaning, though they 



differ in usage and connotation. Semantics deals with 

these nuances.​

 

Relationship between Morphology and Other 

Subfields​

 While each subfield focuses on a distinct aspect of 

language, they are interdependent. Morphology provides 

the building blocks for syntax since sentences are made 

up of words that morphology creates. Phonology ensures 

these words are pronounceable according to 

language-specific sound rules. Semantics, in turn, ensures 

that the words and sentences convey meaningful 

concepts. Thus, morphology acts as a bridge between 

phonology (form) and syntax (structure), contributing to 

the overall understanding of how language functions. 



For instance, in the sentence Children are playing, 

phonology deals with pronunciation, morphology identifies 

child + ren (plural), syntax determines the sentence 

structure, and semantics interprets the meaning “young 

people are engaged in play.” This example shows how 

morphology connects the sound system and the 

grammatical system to the semantic interpretation. 

Applications of Morphology in Language Analysis​

 Morphology is essential in many areas of linguistics and 

language learning. In computational linguistics, 

morphological analysis helps computers recognize and 

process different word forms, such as run, running, and 

ran. In language teaching, understanding morphological 

rules helps learners build vocabulary and understand word 

families. In lexicography, morphology assists in dictionary 



creation by categorizing words according to roots and 

affixes. Moreover, in psycholinguistics, morphology helps 

explain how the human brain processes words and 

derives meaning from complex forms. 

Conclusion​

 In conclusion, morphology stands as a vital branch of 

linguistics that focuses on the structure and formation of 

words. Unlike phonology, which studies sounds, and 

syntax, which studies sentence structures, morphology 

analyzes how morphemes combine to create meaningful 

words. It also differs from semantics, which interprets 

meanings at broader levels. Morphology thus occupies a 

central position in linguistic study, connecting sound, 

structure, and meaning. By analyzing the internal makeup 

of words, morphology deepens our understanding of how 



language functions and evolves, demonstrating its 

indispensable role in linguistic theory and language 

analysis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Q.2 After studying Unit 2, you are introduced to the 

concept of the word as a key unit in morphological 

study. Define the term ‘word’ from a morphological 

perspective and critically discuss how the concepts of 

types, tokens, and lexical items contribute to our 

understanding of words in linguistics. 

Introduction to the Concept of the Word​

 The word is one of the most fundamental units of 

language and communication. In linguistics, especially in 

morphology, the word serves as the central object of study. 

However, defining a “word” precisely is not as simple as it 

seems, because words perform multiple 

functions—grammatical, phonological, and 

semantic—depending on context and language structure. 

From a morphological perspective, a word is the smallest 



free form that can stand alone and carry meaning or 

function in a sentence. It can be a single morpheme (like 

book) or a combination of morphemes (like books, 

unhappy, beautifully). Morphology examines how these 

morphemes combine to form words, how they change 

form (inflection) to indicate grammatical features, and how 

new words are created (derivation). 

Definition of a Word from a Morphological Perspective​

 In morphology, a word is defined as the smallest 

independent unit of meaning that can be used by itself in 

speech or writing. It can consist of one or more 

morphemes. For example, run, runs, running, and runner 

are all words, but each has a different morphological 

structure. The word run consists of a single morpheme, 

while runner consists of the root run and the derivational 



suffix -er that changes the verb into a noun. Morphology 

studies these internal structures and how they convey 

grammatical and semantic information. 

The distinction between free morphemes and bound 

morphemes is essential in defining words morphologically. 

Free morphemes, like dog or play, can stand alone as 

independent words, while bound morphemes, like prefixes 

(un-, dis-) and suffixes (-ness, -ed), cannot occur 

independently. For instance, in unhappiness, un- and 

-ness are bound morphemes that modify the meaning of 

the free morpheme happy. Hence, morphology defines a 

word not just as a sequence of sounds or letters but as a 

structured unit composed of one or more morphemes that 

together express meaning. 



Word as a Central Unit of Morphological Analysis​

 The word is the primary focus in morphological analysis 

because it represents the point where sound (phonology), 

meaning (semantics), and grammar (syntax) intersect. 

Morphologists study words to understand how they are 

formed, how they change, and how they function within a 

language system. For example, in the English verb 

system, morphological analysis reveals patterns such as 

walk – walked – walking or go – went – going. These 

patterns illustrate both derivational and inflectional 

morphology. Inflectional morphology involves changes that 

indicate grammatical categories like tense or number, 

while derivational morphology creates new words or 

changes the part of speech. 



Morphology thus provides a systematic approach to 

analyzing words by breaking them down into their smallest 

meaningful parts and studying their formation rules. For 

instance, in the word nationalization, morphology identifies 

the morphemes nation (root), -al (derivational suffix 

forming an adjective), -ize (forming a verb), and -ation 

(forming a noun). This analysis shows the layered process 

through which new words evolve from existing ones. 

Understanding Word through Types, Tokens, and 

Lexical Items​

 To understand the complexity of the word as a linguistic 

unit, linguists use three important concepts: word types, 

word tokens, and lexical items. These concepts help 

differentiate between the abstract, functional, and 

quantitative aspects of words in language analysis. 



1. Word Types​

 A word type refers to a distinct word form, regardless of 

how many times it occurs in a text or conversation. It 

represents a unique item in the vocabulary of a language. 

For example, in the sentence The dog chased another 

dog, there are four word tokens (The, dog, chased, 

another) but only three word types (The, dog, chased, 

another) because dog is repeated. Word types are 

essential in lexicography and corpus linguistics as they 

help identify the number of distinct words used in a 

language or text. 

In morphological study, analyzing word types helps 

linguists understand word formation patterns. For 

example, words like teacher, driver, and runner belong to 

the same morphological type since they share the suffix 



-er that indicates an agent noun. Thus, studying word 

types allows morphologists to categorize words into 

families based on shared morphological structures. 

2. Word Tokens​

 A word token refers to each individual occurrence of a 

word in a text or speech. It counts the frequency of word 

use rather than its uniqueness. In the sentence The boy 

saw the boy in the park, there are seven word tokens but 

only five word types because the and boy are repeated. 

Word tokens are important for quantitative linguistic 

analysis, such as measuring vocabulary richness, 

frequency distributions, and language use patterns. 

From a morphological perspective, studying tokens helps 

researchers understand how often particular word forms or 

inflections are used. For instance, in a corpus of English 



writing, one may find that the plural form books occurs 

more frequently than the singular book, indicating patterns 

in word usage. This frequency data contributes to our 

understanding of how morphological forms function in real 

language use. 

3. Lexical Items​

 A lexical item (or lexeme) is an abstract unit of meaning 

that represents a word or a group of related word forms 

sharing a common base meaning. For example, run, runs, 

running, and ran are all forms of the same lexeme RUN. 

The concept of the lexical item helps linguists focus on 

meaning rather than form. Each lexeme has multiple word 

forms that express grammatical variations, but the core 

meaning remains consistent. 



Lexical items are essential in morphological analysis 

because they reveal how morphology interacts with syntax 

and semantics. For instance, in a dictionary, entries are 

organized by lexemes rather than every individual word 

form. The entry for go includes forms like goes, went, and 

gone, which are morphologically different but semantically 

linked. This approach allows linguists to study how one 

underlying concept can manifest through multiple 

morphological realizations. 

Interrelationship of Types, Tokens, and Lexical Items​

 These three concepts work together to give a complete 

picture of what constitutes a “word” in linguistic analysis. 

Word types represent distinct forms, word tokens 

represent instances of use, and lexical items represent 

abstract meanings. In corpus linguistics, the ratio of word 



types to word tokens is known as the type-token ratio 

(TTR), which measures vocabulary diversity. A high TTR 

indicates a rich and varied vocabulary, while a low TTR 

suggests frequent repetition of words. 

For example, in literary texts, authors may use a higher 

variety of word types to create stylistic richness, whereas 

in technical manuals, repetition of the same tokens 

ensures clarity. Morphology benefits from this distinction 

as it helps identify how words are used, how frequently 

they occur, and how they evolve over time through 

morphological processes like derivation and compounding. 

Morphological Analysis and Word Formation​

 In morphology, word formation processes such as 

derivation, inflection, compounding, and conversion 



illustrate how words are built and how new lexical items 

are generated. 

●​Derivation involves adding affixes to create new 

words (e.g., happy → happiness, act → action).​

 

●​ Inflection modifies a word’s form to indicate 

grammatical features like tense or number (e.g., walk 

→ walked, book → books).​

 

●​Compounding combines two or more words to form 

a new one (e.g., blackboard, toothpaste).​

 

●​Conversion changes a word’s grammatical category 

without altering its form (e.g., to email from email).​

 



These processes demonstrate that morphology views 

words as dynamic entities that can change and adapt to 

new linguistic contexts. Understanding types, tokens, and 

lexemes helps linguists track how often these new forms 

emerge and how they enter common usage. 

Theoretical Implications of Word Study in Morphology​

 From a theoretical perspective, the study of words in 

morphology bridges the gap between sound (phonology) 

and meaning (semantics). It also interacts with syntax 

since the morphological form of a word often determines 

its syntactic role in a sentence. For example, the suffix -ed 

in walked not only indicates past tense (morphological 

function) but also determines its use as a past-tense verb 

in syntax. 



Moreover, morphology provides insight into the mental 

lexicon—the way words are stored and processed in the 

human brain. When speakers encounter or produce 

words, they rely on stored morphological rules to generate 

correct forms. This mental processing supports the idea 

that words are not static units but flexible, rule-governed 

structures. 

Practical Applications of Morphological Word Study​

 Understanding the morphological structure of words and 

the distinctions among types, tokens, and lexemes has 

practical importance in several fields. In language 

teaching, it helps learners build vocabulary systematically 

by recognizing patterns in word formation. In 

lexicography, it assists dictionary makers in grouping 

word forms under single lexical entries. In computational 



linguistics, morphological analysis enables natural 

language processing systems to recognize related word 

forms for tasks such as translation and information 

retrieval. In literary analysis, it aids in examining an 

author’s word choices and stylistic patterns. 

Conclusion​

 In conclusion, morphology views the word as the smallest 

meaningful and independent linguistic unit composed of 

one or more morphemes. The concepts of word types, 

word tokens, and lexical items deepen our understanding 

of words by distinguishing between their forms, 

occurrences, and meanings. Together, they allow linguists 

to analyze how words function in communication, how 

they vary in use, and how they evolve across contexts. 

Through morphological analysis, words are seen not as 



fixed entities but as dynamic, rule-governed structures that 

reflect both linguistic creativity and systematic 

organization. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Q.3 Unit 3 introduces morphemes as the smallest 

meaningful units in language. Differentiate between 

free and bound morphemes and provide examples of 

each. Additionally, explain how roots, stems, and 

affixes contribute to word formation in English and 

another language of your choice. 

Definition of Morpheme​

 In linguistics, a morpheme is the smallest grammatical 

unit that carries meaning. It cannot be divided further 

without losing or altering its meaning. For example, the 

word “books” consists of two morphemes: “book” (which 

carries the meaning of an object) and “-s” (which signifies 

plurality). Morphemes are the building blocks of words and 

help linguists understand how language forms and 

conveys meaning. 



Free and Bound Morphemes​

 Morphemes can be broadly divided into two types: free 

morphemes and bound morphemes. 

Free Morphemes​

 A free morpheme is one that can stand alone as a word 

and still convey meaning. These morphemes do not need 

to attach to other morphemes to make sense. Examples 

include “book,” “tree,” “car,” “happy,” and “run.” Each of 

these words can exist independently and express a 

complete idea. Free morphemes are often used as the 

base or root words in word formation. 

Bound Morphemes​

 In contrast, bound morphemes cannot stand alone and 

must be attached to other morphemes to convey meaning. 

These include prefixes, suffixes, infixes, and derivational 



or inflectional endings. Examples include “-s” (plural), “-ed” 

(past tense), “un-” (negation), and “re-” (again). For 

instance, “unhappy” contains two morphemes: the bound 

morpheme “un-” and the free morpheme “happy.” Bound 

morphemes modify the meaning of the base word or 

indicate grammatical information. 

Comparison Between Free and Bound Morphemes​

 The main distinction lies in independence. Free 

morphemes can appear as standalone words, while bound 

morphemes cannot. For example, in the word “teachers,” 

“teach” is a free morpheme as it can exist independently, 

while “-er” and “-s” are bound morphemes, as they rely on 

the root to form meaning. 



Type Definition Example Can 

Stand 

Alone? 

Free 

Morphe

me 

A morpheme that can 

function as a word on 

its own 

“book,” 

“happy,” 

“run” 

Yes 

Bound 

Morphe

me 

A morpheme that must 

attach to another 

morpheme 

“-s,” “-ed,” 

“un-” 

No 

Roots, Stems, and Affixes​

 Morphemes are combined in systematic ways to create 

words through roots, stems, and affixes. Each of these 

elements plays a specific role in the structure of words. 



Roots​

 A root is the core part of a word that carries the basic 

meaning. It is the foundation upon which other 

morphemes are added. For example, the root “act” 

conveys the idea of doing something. When combined 

with affixes, it produces words like “react,” “action,” and 

“active.” Roots can be free morphemes (like “book”) or 

bound (like “bio” in “biology”). 

Stems​

 A stem is a form to which inflectional endings can be 

added. In many cases, the stem is the same as the root, 

but it can also include derivational morphemes. For 

example, in “teachers,” the root is “teach,” the stem is 

“teacher,” and “-s” is added to form the plural. The stem 

serves as the base for grammatical modifications. 



Affixes​

 Affixes are bound morphemes attached to roots or stems 

to alter their meaning or grammatical function. They are of 

three main types: prefixes, suffixes, and infixes. 

●​Prefix: Added to the beginning of a root (e.g., 

“unhappy,” “redo,” “disagree”).​

 

●​Suffix: Added to the end of a root (e.g., “teacher,” 

“happiness,” “walked”).​

 

●​ Infix: Inserted within a word (rare in English but 

common in other languages like Tagalog).​

 

For instance, in “unhappiness,” “happy” is the root, “un-” is 

a prefix expressing negation, and “-ness” is a suffix 



forming a noun. Together, they create a new word 

meaning “the state of not being happy.” 

Word Formation in English​

 English relies heavily on both derivational and inflectional 

morphology to create new words and forms. Derivational 

morphemes change the grammatical category or meaning 

of a word. For example: 

●​ “happy” → “unhappy” (adjective with opposite 

meaning)​

 

●​ “teach” → “teacher” (verb to noun)​

 Inflectional morphemes, on the other hand, modify 

words for tense, number, or degree without changing 

their grammatical category. Examples include “walk” 



→ “walked,” “cat” → “cats,” and “big” → “bigger.”​

 

Word Formation in Urdu​

 In Urdu, like English, words are formed using roots and 

affixes. Urdu has both free and bound morphemes, and it 

often uses suffixes and prefixes to indicate gender, 

number, tense, and formality. For example: 

●​The word “کتابیں” (kitaabein – books) consists of the 

free morpheme “کتاب” (kitaab – book) and the bound 

morpheme “یں” (-ein) indicating plural.​

 

●​Another example is “بےکار” (bekaar – useless), where 

 kaar) ”کار“ is a prefix meaning “without” and (-be) ”بے“

– work) is a root meaning “work.” Together they form 

“without work.”​



 Similarly, in Urdu verbs like “لکھنا” (likhna – to write), 

 acts as an infinitive (na) ”نا“ is the root, while (likh) ”لکھ“

marker.​

 

Comparison Between English and Urdu Morphology​

 Both languages use morphemes to create meaning, but 

they differ in structure and patterns. English morphology 

relies more on suffixation and has relatively fixed word 

order, while Urdu morphology is richer in inflection and 

agreement markers. Urdu also uses gender-based and 

honorific morphological structures, which are not present 

in English. For example, in Urdu, “ ہے لکھتا ” (likhta hai – he 

writes) changes to “ ہے لکھتی ” (likhti hai – she writes) to 

indicate gender through the bound morphemes “تا” (-ta) 

and “تی” (-ti). 



Roots, Stems, and Affixes in Urdu​

 In Urdu, the concept of root, stem, and affix functions 

similarly to English. 

●​Root: The core meaning unit, e.g., “کھا” (kha – eat).​

 

●​Stem: The modified root that takes inflection, e.g., 

​.(khaata – eating) ”کھاتا“

 

●​Affix: The bound morpheme that modifies meaning, 

e.g., “کھانا” (khana – to eat) where “نا” (-na) is an 

infinitive suffix.​

 

Role of Morphology in Word Formation​

 Morphology helps linguists understand how complex 

words are formed and how meaning is systematically 



created. Through the combination of roots, stems, and 

affixes, infinite word variations can be constructed from a 

limited number of morphemes. For instance, the root “act” 

can lead to “action,” “active,” “react,” “inactive,” and 

“interaction.” Each variation modifies the meaning through 

morphological processes like affixation or compounding. 

Morphological Analysis Across Languages​

 In both English and Urdu, morphemes operate as 

fundamental meaning units, but each language applies its 

morphological rules differently. English emphasizes 

derivational and inflectional suffixes, while Urdu uses 

postpositions, gender markers, and prefixes more 

extensively. This variation shows how morphology adapts 

to the grammatical system of each language. 



Conclusion​

 In conclusion, morphemes are vital in understanding 

language structure and meaning. Free morphemes can 

stand alone, while bound morphemes attach to others to 

form meaningful expressions. Roots, stems, and affixes 

are the building blocks of word formation, shaping the 

grammatical and semantic system of any language. Both 

English and Urdu demonstrate how morphology creates 

new words and conveys complex meanings, revealing the 

intricate beauty of linguistic structure. 

 

 

 

 

 



Q.4 In Unit 4, you are introduced to allomorphs as 

variations of morphemes in different contexts. Define 

the term ‘allomorph’ and explain the concept with the 

help of at least three detailed examples. How do 

phonological, morphological, and lexical conditions 

affect the choice of allomorphs? 

Definition of Allomorph​

 In linguistics, an allomorph is a variant form of a 

morpheme that occurs in different linguistic contexts but 

represents the same meaning or function. In simpler 

words, allomorphs are different pronunciations or spellings 

of the same morpheme, determined by surrounding 

sounds or grammatical rules. Although they differ in form, 

allomorphs do not change the meaning of the morpheme 

they represent. For instance, the plural morpheme in 



English can appear as /s/, /z/, or /ɪz/, as in “cats,” “dogs,” 

and “buses.” Despite these differences in sound, each 

version expresses the same grammatical 

function—plurality. 

Understanding Allomorphy​

 Allomorphy is the phenomenon of a single morpheme 

having multiple surface realizations, or allomorphs. It is a 

natural linguistic process that helps maintain phonological 

harmony within a language. The choice of allomorph is 

usually conditioned by phonological (sound-based), 

morphological (structure-based), or lexical (word-specific) 

factors. For example, in English, the past tense morpheme 

“-ed” has three different pronunciations—/t/, /d/, and 

/ɪd/—depending on the sound at the end of the verb. 

Examples of Allomorphs 



Example 1: English Plural Morpheme (-s)​

 The plural morpheme “-s” in English has three 

allomorphs: /s/, /z/, and /ɪz/. All of them indicate plural 

form but occur in different phonological environments. 

1.​/s/ appears after voiceless consonants such as /p/, /t/, 

/k/, /f/, and /θ/.​

 

○​Examples: “cats” /kæts/, “books” /bʊks/, “cliffs” 

/klɪfs/.​

 

2.​/z/ appears after voiced sounds such as vowels and 

voiced consonants.​

 



○​Examples: “dogs” /dɒgz/, “pens” /penz/, “girls” 

/ɡɜːlz/.​

 

3.​/ɪz/ appears after sibilant sounds like /s/, /ʃ/, /ʒ/, /z/, 

/ʧ/, and /ʤ/.​

 

○​Examples: “buses” /bʌsɪz/, “wishes” /wɪʃɪz/, 

“judges” /ʤʌʤɪz/.​

 This variation prevents awkward sound 

combinations and maintains phonological ease in 

pronunciation.​

 

Example 2: English Past Tense Morpheme (-ed)​

 The English past tense morpheme “-ed” also exhibits 



three allomorphic forms depending on the final sound of 

the verb root: /t/, /d/, and /ɪd/. 

1.​/t/ occurs after voiceless consonants other than /t/.​

 

○​Examples: “helped” /helpt/, “laughed” /læft/, 

“kissed” /kɪst/.​

 

2.​/d/ occurs after voiced sounds other than /d/.​

 

○​Examples: “played” /pleɪd/, “called” /kɔːld/, 

“cleaned” /kliːnd/.​

 

3.​/ɪd/ occurs after alveolar stops /t/ or /d/.​

 



○​Examples: “wanted” /wɒntɪd/, “ended” /endɪd/, 

“decided” /dɪsaɪdɪd/.​

 These variations maintain smooth pronunciation 

and avoid repetition of identical sounds.​

 

Example 3: English Negative Prefix “in-”​

 The negative prefix “in-” (meaning “not”) also has multiple 

allomorphs depending on the sound following it. 

1.​in- before alveolar sounds (e.g., “inaccurate,” 

“incomplete”).​

 

2.​im- before bilabial sounds like /p/, /b/, /m/ (e.g., 

“impossible,” “immoral,” “imbalance”).​

 



3.​il- before /l/ (e.g., “illegal,” “illegible”).​

 

4.​ir- before /r/ (e.g., “irregular,” “irresponsible”).​

 These variations help maintain phonological harmony 

between the prefix and the root word, making 

pronunciation easier.​

 

Example 4: Urdu Allomorphs​

 Urdu also displays allomorphy in plural and gender 

marking. For example: 

1.​The plural marker “-یں” (-ein) in “کتابیں” (kitaabein – 

books) changes depending on the word ending. The 

plural of “لڑکا” (ladka – boy) becomes “لڑکے” (ladke), 

showing a shift in morpheme form.​

 



2.​The feminine suffix “-ی” (-i) changes according to 

phonological context. For instance, “استاد” (ustaad – 

teacher, masculine) becomes “استادہ” (ustaadha – 

teacher, feminine).​

 This variation depends on the sound and 

grammatical structure of the word.​

 

Types of Allomorphs Based on Conditioning Factors 

1. Phonologically Conditioned Allomorphs​

 Phonological conditioning occurs when the choice of 

allomorph depends on the sound environment surrounding 

the morpheme. This is the most common type of 

allomorphy in languages. For example, the English plural 

morpheme (-s) changes to /s/, /z/, or /ɪz/ depending on the 

voicing and manner of the final sound of the noun. 



Similarly, the past tense (-ed) has /t/, /d/, and /ɪd/ 

allomorphs, depending on the sound preceding it. These 

variations ensure phonetic smoothness and avoid difficult 

sound combinations. 

2. Morphologically Conditioned Allomorphs​

 In morphological conditioning, the allomorph is 

determined by the grammatical or structural environment, 

not by sound. For example, in English, the plural of “child” 

is “children,” and the plural of “ox” is “oxen.” Here, the 

plural morpheme is expressed differently due to 

morphological conditioning. The suffix “-en” occurs only 

with certain words, not because of sound patterns, but 

because of historical and structural reasons. Similarly, in 

Urdu, certain masculine nouns form their plurals with “-ے” 



(-e) while others use “-ان” (-aan), depending on word 

structure rather than pronunciation. 

3. Lexically Conditioned Allomorphs​

 Lexical conditioning refers to cases where the choice of 

allomorph is dependent on the particular word or lexical 

item, not on general phonological or morphological rules. 

For example, in English, the past tense of “go” is “went,” 

and the plural of “man” is “men.” These forms are lexically 

conditioned because they are specific to those words and 

do not follow general rules. In Urdu, the plural of “آدمی” 

(aadmi – man) is “آدمی” (aadmi – men), showing that some 

words retain the same form regardless of number—again, 

a case of lexical conditioning. 

Effects of Phonological, Morphological, and Lexical 

Conditions 



Phonological Conditions​

 Phonological conditions ensure that allomorphs fit 

smoothly into their phonetic context. The change in form 

helps maintain ease of pronunciation and natural speech 

flow. For example, pronouncing “bus-s” as /bʌsɪz/ instead 

of /bʌss/ prevents awkward consonant clusters. 

Morphological Conditions​

 Morphological conditions govern the appearance of 

allomorphs based on grammatical structure. Certain 

allomorphs appear only in specific word categories or 

inflectional patterns. For instance, the plural “-en” appears 

only in a few irregular nouns like “children” and “oxen.” In 

Urdu, gender or number agreement often determines 

which allomorph is used. 



Lexical Conditions​

 Lexical conditions depend on individual word histories or 

idiosyncrasies. Some words preserve irregular allomorphs 

due to historical or etymological reasons. For example, 

“foot” → “feet” and “mouse” → “mice” demonstrate lexical 

conditioning in English. 

Allomorphs Across Languages​

 All languages exhibit allomorphy, though the patterns 

vary. In English, phonological conditioning is dominant, 

whereas in Urdu, both phonological and morphological 

conditioning play significant roles. In languages like 

Turkish and Finnish, vowel harmony systems create 

systematic phonological allomorphs, ensuring consistency 

between morphemes and word stems. 



Importance of Allomorphy in Linguistic Analysis​

 Understanding allomorphs is crucial for linguists as it 

reveals how morphology interacts with phonology and 

syntax. It explains why words that express the same 

grammatical function appear differently in different 

contexts. Allomorphy also shows how languages evolve 

and simplify pronunciation over time, balancing clarity and 

efficiency in communication. 

Conclusion​

 In conclusion, allomorphs are variant forms of a 

morpheme that occur due to phonological, morphological, 

or lexical conditions. They ensure smoother pronunciation, 

grammatical harmony, and structural flexibility in language. 

Through examples such as English plural and past tense 

forms or Urdu gender and plural markers, we observe how 



allomorphy maintains linguistic efficiency and naturalness. 

The study of allomorphs highlights the dynamic 

relationship between form, sound, and meaning—showing 

that even the smallest linguistic elements adapt to their 

context for ease of use and communicative precision. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Q.5 After reading Unit 5, you become aware of 

multiple word formation processes. Select five 

different word formation processes (such as blending, 

clipping, affixation, borrowing, and compounding). 

Define each and illustrate your understanding with 

clear examples. Discuss the significance of these 

processes in language change and development. 

Introduction​

 Word formation is a central area of study in morphology 

that focuses on how new words are created in a language. 

It reflects how languages evolve, adapt, and respond to 

the communicative needs of their speakers. Through 

processes like affixation, compounding, blending, clipping, 

and borrowing, languages continuously expand their 

vocabularies. These mechanisms not only enrich linguistic 



expression but also reflect cultural, social, and 

technological developments over time. Each process 

serves a specific linguistic purpose, from simplifying 

communication to accommodating new concepts 

introduced through contact with other cultures. 

1. Affixation​

 Definition:​

 Affixation is the process of forming new words by adding 

prefixes, suffixes, infixes, or circumfixes to a base or root 

word. This process modifies the meaning or grammatical 

category of the original word. 

Types of Affixation: 

1.​Prefixation: Adding an affix to the beginning of a 

word to change its meaning.​

 



○​Example: “un-” + “happy” → “unhappy” (opposite 

meaning).​

 

2.​Suffixation: Adding an affix to the end of a word to 

change its grammatical category.​

 

○​Example: “teach” + “-er” → “teacher” (verb → 

noun).​

 

3.​Infixation: Inserting an affix within a word, common in 

languages like Tagalog.​

 

○​Example: Tagalog “sulat” (write) → “sumulat” (to 

write).​

 



4.​Circumfixation: Adding affixes at both the beginning 

and end of a root (common in German).​

 

○​Example: German “lieb” (love) → “geliebt” 

(loved).​

 

Examples in English: 

●​ “dislike,” “happiness,” “rebuild,” “modernize.”​

 Examples in Urdu:​

 

●​  ”نومنتخب“ ,(bad-tameez, ill-mannered) ”بدتمیز“

(nou-muntakhab, newly elected), “ کار بے ” (be-kaar, 

useless).​

 



Significance:​

 Affixation is one of the most productive word formation 

processes in all languages. It helps in expanding 

vocabulary by creating derivatives that convey nuanced 

meanings, grammatical relationships, and part-of-speech 

changes. For example, “hope” (noun) becomes “hopeful” 

(adjective) or “hopeless” (adjective) depending on the affix 

used. Affixation makes language more expressive and 

flexible in describing complex ideas. 

 

2. Compounding​

 Definition:​

 Compounding is the process of joining two or more 

independent words to create a new word with a distinct 



meaning. The resulting compound may have a literal or 

idiomatic sense, often differing from the sum of its parts. 

Types of Compounding: 

1.​Noun + Noun: “toothpaste,” “football,” “schoolbag.”​

 

2.​Adjective + Noun: “blackboard,” “greenhouse.”​

 

3.​Verb + Noun: “pickpocket,” “breakfast.”​

 

4.​Noun + Verb: “rainfall,” “snowstorm.”​

 

Examples in English: 



●​ “sunflower,” “notebook,” “newspaper,” “classroom.”​

 Examples in Urdu:​

 

●​  ,(gharial, clock) ”گھڑیال“ ,(chai-daan, teapot) ”چائےدان“

​.(chaandni, moonlight) ”چاندنی“

 

Significance:​

 Compounding is a creative process that allows languages 

to form new concepts without borrowing from other 

languages. It is especially useful in modern technology 

and science, where new inventions require naming, such 

as “smartphone” or “keyboard.” In Urdu, compounding 

often combines Persian or Arabic roots, showing cultural 

blending. This process strengthens linguistic innovation 

and reflects socio-cultural developments. 



 

3. Blending​

 Definition:​

 Blending combines parts of two or more words (usually 

the beginning of one and the end of another) to form a 

new word. It differs from compounding because only parts 

of words are joined, not entire words. 

Examples in English: 

●​ “brunch” = “breakfast” + “lunch.”​

 

●​ “smog” = “smoke” + “fog.”​

 

●​ “motel” = “motor” + “hotel.”​

 



●​ “infotainment” = “information” + “entertainment.”​

 Examples in Urdu:​

 

●​Urdu rarely forms blends, but media-influenced 

examples such as “ٹیلیڈرامہ” (tele-drama) and “ٹیلیفون” 

(telephone) show influence from English blends and 

borrowings.​

 

Significance:​

 Blending reflects linguistic creativity and adaptability. It 

often arises in informal speech, advertising, and popular 

culture, where brevity and novelty are valued. For 

example, “blog” (from “web log”) and “bromance” (from 

“brother” + “romance”) represent cultural changes and new 



social concepts. Blending keeps language dynamic and 

responsive to emerging phenomena. 

 

4. Clipping​

 Definition:​

 Clipping is the process of shortening longer words by 

omitting one or more syllables without changing their 

meaning or word class. Unlike abbreviations or acronyms, 

clipped forms remain pronounceable as ordinary words. 

Types of Clipping: 

1.​Back Clipping: The end of the word is removed.​

 



○​Example: “advertisement” → “ad,” “examination” 

→ “exam.”​

 

2.​Fore Clipping: The beginning of the word is 

removed.​

 

○​Example: “telephone” → “phone,” “airplane” → 

“plane.”​

 

3.​Middle Clipping: Both ends are shortened.​

 

○​Example: “influenza” → “flu.”​

 

4.​Complex Clipping: Multiple words are shortened and 

joined.​

 



○​Example: “sitcom” (situational + comedy).​

 

Examples in English: 

●​ “gym” (gymnasium), “lab” (laboratory), “demo” 

(demonstration), “photo” (photograph).​

 Examples in Urdu:​

 

●​ “ from (motor) ”موٹر“ کار موٹر ” (motor car), “ وی ٹی ” (TV) 

from “ ویژن ٹیلی ” (television).​

 

Significance:​

 Clipping simplifies communication by reducing word 

length, making language faster and more convenient in 

daily use. It is especially common in spoken language, 

journalism, and technology-related terms. Clipping 



contributes to linguistic economy, allowing speakers to 

express themselves efficiently without loss of meaning. 

 

5. Borrowing​

 Definition:​

 Borrowing refers to the adoption of words from one 

language into another. This process occurs when cultures 

interact through trade, migration, colonization, or media. 

Borrowed words are known as loanwords. 

Examples in English: 

●​From French: “ballet,” “restaurant,” “garage.”​

 

●​From Latin: “data,” “agenda,” “radius.”​

 



●​From German: “kindergarten,” “hamburger.”​

 

●​From Arabic: “algebra,” “alcohol,” “cotton.”​

 Examples in Urdu:​

 

●​From Arabic: “کتاب” (kitaab, book), “قلم” (qalam, pen).​

 

●​From Persian: “زندگی” (zindagi, life), “دوست” (dost, 

friend).​

 

●​From English: “بس” (bus), “اسکول” (school), “کمپیوٹر” 

(computer).​

 

Significance:​

 Borrowing enriches a language by introducing new 



vocabulary that expresses foreign ideas, technologies, or 

cultural items. It reflects historical contact and 

globalization. English, as a global language, borrows 

freely from many languages, while Urdu’s vocabulary 

shows heavy Persian and Arabic influence. Borrowing 

demonstrates linguistic flexibility and cultural integration, 

showing how languages grow through interaction. 

 

Significance of Word Formation Processes in 

Language Change and Development 

1. Vocabulary Expansion:​

 Word formation processes continuously expand a 

language’s lexicon. Affixation, compounding, and 

borrowing introduce new terms to describe inventions, 

scientific discoveries, and evolving social concepts. For 



example, the rise of technology led to words like “internet,” 

“email,” and “cyberspace.” 

2. Reflection of Cultural and Technological Change:​

 Language evolves with culture. Blends and borrowings 

often represent modern realities. Words like “vlog,” 

“podcast,” and “emoji” show how technology shapes 

vocabulary. Urdu’s adoption of English terms like “ ٹاپ لیپ ” 

(laptop) and “ لائن آن ” (online) reflects globalization. 

3. Preservation of Linguistic Identity:​

 Even as languages borrow and innovate, native word 

formation processes such as compounding and affixation 

preserve linguistic identity. Urdu continues to form new 

words using its traditional structures, like “ اعتمادی خود ” 

(self-confidence) and “ فائدہ بے ” (useless), maintaining its 

linguistic essence. 



4. Ease of Communication:​

 Processes like clipping and blending make language 

more efficient and modern. Shortened forms like “app” 

(application) or “bio” (biography) are practical in fast-paced 

communication, especially in digital contexts. 

5. Promotion of Creativity and Expressiveness:​

 Word formation fosters linguistic creativity. Speakers coin 

new words to express humor, innovation, or identity. For 

instance, terms like “workaholic” (from “work” + “alcoholic”) 

show creativity and reflect changing lifestyles. 

6. Cross-Cultural Integration:​

 Borrowing and compounding promote cross-cultural 

understanding and linguistic diversity. As English 

integrates words from Urdu like “pyjama,” “bungalow,” or 

“khaki,” it shows historical and cultural blending. 



 

Conclusion​

 Word formation processes such as affixation, 

compounding, blending, clipping, and borrowing are 

essential mechanisms that sustain the growth, richness, 

and adaptability of a language. They not only serve 

communicative efficiency but also mirror social, cultural, 

and technological evolution. Through these processes, 

languages maintain balance between innovation and 

tradition, ensuring that communication remains meaningful 

and expressive across generations. Understanding them 

allows linguists and learners alike to appreciate the 

dynamic and ever-evolving nature of language. 

 


